Earl C. McSwain, Colonel, MSC, Retired

Earl C. McSwain, Colonel, MSC, Retired.  Earl C. McSwain retired in April 1979 after 36 years of service.  He entered the Army Air Corps as a recruit and served every enlisted grade until he received a direct commission in the Army in 1950.  He is proud to be referred to as a "Mustang".

As a 2nd Lt., his first assignment  was Commander, Med Det, 13th Med Tank Bn,  1st Armd  Div, Camp Hood, Texas.  Other assignments were  at Geiger Field, Spokane, Washington; Fort Sam Houston, Texas; Fitzsimmons AH in Colorado; Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and Washington, D. C.  His overseas assignments were in Korea, Vietnam, Japan and Germany.  During his career he worked in Personnel, Special Projects, and ended his career as Executive Officer of Brooke Army Medical Center.

After retiring he worked as the Hospital Administrator at the San Antonio State Chest Hospital in San Antonio for 10 years.

He is a graduate of St. Mary's University, San Antonio.  He attended the Assistant Battalion Surgeon's Course, Advanced Course, Hospital Administration Course, and served as a Preceptor in Health Care Administration.

In earlier years he was an instructor in light planes and in his spare time enjoyed cross country flights.

In the early 1950's while serving in Japan, he began what has been a life-long hobby of oil painting.  For many years he displayed his work and volunteered his time with the San Antonio River Art Group and is currently an Honorary Member.  He still enjoys volunteering and having his work for sale at their gallery in LaVallita in San Antonio.

Earl married Betty Abel in 1944 and they parented four daughters; two live in San Antonio, one lives in Virginia and the other daughter lives in Alaska.

In the early years of the MSC Association he was asked to be Secretary of this group and soon discovered that there were no dues paying members so he automatically became the Membership Chairman.  He was also responsible for naming the group the MSC Network and later the State approved the name now used, the Silver Caduceus Association of MSC Officers and Warrant Officers.  He requested and received authority for the organization to be incorporated, and he wrote the long and tedious 501(c)(19) federal document which permits tax exemption for donations.  He presently is proud to serve as a member of the SCA Board of Directors.

